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ALAYA was split up by British imperialism into

two separate countries after the war. The country
now consists of the Federation of Malaya and the Colony
of Singapore, The population of Malaya according to the
1947 census is 5,800,000, of whom 44.8 per cent are
Chinese, 43,3 per cent Malays, 10.5 per cent Indians, 0,3
per cent Europeans and 1.1 per cent others, 750,000
workers are employed in rubber plantations and 200,000
in the mines. The population of the Singapore Colony
is 950,000, Seventy-seven per cent are Chinese, 7.9 per
cent Malays, 7.6 per cent Indians and 0.6 per
cent Europeans,

The living conditions of the workers are appalling.
Wages are very low and the housing conditions are
appallingly bad. One cubicle 12 ft. by 12 ft. usually
houses 16 people, In the city of Singapore 300,000
people, mostly workers live inside an area of 1,000 acres,
which means 300 people per acre. This is even worse
than Bombay, the biggest slum city of India, which has
a density of 57.

Generally the Chinese and Malay workers receive
higher wages than the Indian workers, and the Chinese
more than Malay workers. Racial antagonisms are
fostered by such discrimination.

The Malayan trade union movement came into being
in 1925, but it was only after the general strike of 1936
and the strike wave of 1939 that it became possible to
overcome the powerful opposition of the colonial admi-